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ABSTRACT 

A method for identifying participants of a collaborative network is 
disclosed. The participants communicate over a larger electronic network wherein 
not all members may be participating in the collaborative session. The method 
begins by determining a unique session identifier for only the participants of the 
collaborative network. Next, a message having the session identifier is sent to all 
members of the network by an inquiring participant of the collaborative network. 
Only participants that have the session identifier respond to the inquiring 
participant. Finally, communication is established between the participants that 
responded to the message and the inquiring participant. In this regard, a 
collaborative network is formed including the inquiring participant. 
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